Voices of the Silenced:

The enclosed solicited feedback accounts are the authentic
words of current clients in long-term therapy with Core Issues
Trust taken over a two week period in preparation for the July
2017 General Synod. These individuals are concerned that the
Church of England may attempt to ban what it calls ‘Conversion
Therapy. Their photographs cannot be supplied because of
unacceptably high levels of intimidation towards those who
seek such help.
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Voices of the Silenced:

Following dismissal from training as a Psychodrama
Psychotherapist in the Birmingham Institute of Psychodrama

at the behest of their affiliation body, the UK Council for
Psychotherapy (UKCP), | have continued to offer counselling to a
number of men and women (up to 20 per week) wanting to leave
homosexual practices and feelings. The basis of my removal from
the professional trainee register was not because of any client
complaint (there never has been any such complaint), but because
my ideas were, and remain unacceptable to the psychotherapy
profession. Following an appeal, | was told that | “may re-apply to
continue training should you consistently cease to promulgate your
current opinions.... | continue to work internationally to establish a
viable alternative platform from which to offer support to those who
seek it.

The following solicited feedback represents a snapshot of current
clients in my own practice, from various backgrounds taken during
a two-week period leading up to the June 2017 General Synod of

the Church of England in York. These are the authentic voices of
individuals who have sometimes been told that the only professional
support they may receive will help them to affirm their homosexual
‘orientation:. | have offered these testimonies to a Sunday Times
journalist, (some of whose authors were willing to meet for the
purposes of verification), but my offer was declined. Their stories

are now presented to the governing body of the Established Church.
Their names and faces are withheld, since those who oppose our
work seek to know them only to denounce them and repudiate their
witness as inauthentic.

My hope is that synod members will respect the dignity of these
voices, and also feel the deep anger that many experience because
their voice is consistently marginalised by the media, mental health
bodies, and potentially the Church of England. They seek one thing:
trustworthy help which supports their own worldviews and view-
points, and which respects personal autonomy.

Core Issues Trust is the only registered UK charity openly offering
counselling and therapeutic support in line with client goals and
aspirations of moving away from homosexual practices. It is
regrettable that, despite several representations over the years
and throughout the ‘Listening Process’ on behalf of the Trust, an



organisation supported by many faithful Anglicans, His Grace
Archbishop Welby has not been in a position to meet with us

and to listen to our concerns. Neither, it seems, has the Church

of England paid adequate attention to the findings of its own
Pilling Report (paras 205-208 and 209-211) which recognised the
Trust's concern for the measure of misleading advocacy science
produced by Professor Michael King on behalf of the Royal College
of Psychiatrists in its submission to the Church. Of particular
importance is the College’s claim to the Church that sexual
orientation is ‘biological in nature’ and that there is 'no substantive
evidence' that early childhood experiences play any role’ in a
person’s sexual development - in effect, one is Born Gay. After
pressure from Core Issues Trust, the College issued a new position
statement whose opening sentence reads, “The Royal College of
Psychiatrists considers that sexual orientation is determined by

a combination of biological and postnatal environmental factors.”’
The significance of the word ‘postnatal’ can hardly be exaggerated
- ‘Born Gay' has never been true. We have urged the College to
inform the Church that its submission to Pilling on this matter was
erroneous, but to our knowledge it has not done so.

I humbly request now, on behalf of those who share their hearts with
you in what follows, that the Church of England recognise that it
has no mandate to make such a momentous decision as to support
a ban on psychotherapeutic, counselling and pastoral support to
end unwanted same-sex behaviours and feelings. These people

are made in God's image, and have usually had some postnatal
experiences which have influenced the direction of their sexuality.
A hasty decision by the Church now would impact negatively on
those outside of its jurisdiction, deny these voices their human right
to decide their own destiny and sexual identity, and damage our
mission as ambassadors for Christ.

I commend to you the forthcoming full length feature-documentary
Voices of the Silenced, and TV series filmed in 8 countries over

two years, which will feature additional stories and hear expert
perspective from a range of disciplines, including the former Bishop
of Rochester, Michael Nazir Ali. The film examines the resurgence
of Pansexual Humanism from its ancient roots, and was extensively
filmed in the Vesuvian towns of Pompeii and Herculaneum.

May God give you guidance as you decide our futures.

Mike Davidson, Ph.D. HEA
Chief Executive, Core Issues Trust

1st July, 2017
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